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Syllabus (Fa12) 
 
Course Description and Objectives: 
“We will not know our own injustice if we cannot imagine justice. We will not be free if we do not 

imagine freedom. We cannot demand that anyone try to attain justice and freedom who has not had a chance 
to imagine them as attainable.”  

Ursula Le Guin, “A War without End,” p. 220. 
 

The focus of this seminar will be contemporary British and American speculative fiction for young 
audience—especially fantasy, science fiction, and dystopia—and ways in which this class of works 
represents human expectations, dreams, and concerns related to the idea of justice. Since justice is not one 
thing but a complex cluster, justice issues will include such concepts as freedom, rights, punishment, 
authority, fairness, equality, and others. Speculative genres dominate modern fiction, movies, computer 
games, graphic and other arts; in the modern, increasingly secularized and globalized world they have 
become the most powerful forms of social dreaming. By taking a closer look at the dreams and anxieties 
they convey, this seminar will help students appreciate the role played by speculative fiction in the 
contemporary world. 

The fall semester will provide an overview of key issues and genres of speculative fiction—definitions, 
criticism, uses, characteristic elements, and generic variety—offering a background for discussing selected 
novels. Following this overview, in the spring semester, the seminar will be devoted to exploring specific 
justice issues in speculative fiction, such as human rights, women rights, minority rights, animal rights; 
historical memory and trauma, environmentalism, nationalism, social justice and others. The aim of the 
seminar will be to make students realize how works of speculative fiction seek to offer a viable vision, 
engage with human suffering, and with genuine possibility. Speculative fiction is experience translated and 
transfigured by the imagination. It can help imagine justice and thus make justice imaginable. 

 
Reading List, Sources and Course Calendar will be given separately 
 
Grading and Class policies: 
This seminar will consist of class discussions and assignments. In the second semester, these will be 

accompanied by individual work on M.A. projects. Consistent attendance is crucial; students are expected to 
participate actively in each class discussion and to read the assigned material as scheduled. The assessment 
of the course will be based on the number of points scored during the semester.  

ATTENDANCE is 2 points for each class (30 points available): if you miss a class and your absence was 
excused, let me know at the very next class to receive a take-home, missed class assignment.  

REACTION PAPER is up to 2 points for each (46 points available): In the fall semester you will write 23 
short pieces about novels and critical readings assigned for class work.  

M.A. PROJECT is up to 24 points: by the end of the fall semester you will have chosen your topic, 
formulated thesis statement, collected at least 10 sources, and written the outline. This part of the assessment 
will evaluate your work input and its academic quality.  

 
Grading scale: 5 (93-100), 4.5 (85-92), 4.0 (77-84), 3.5 (69-76), 3.0 (61-68), 2.0 (0-60) 


